Chapter I

RESEARCH AND THE UNIVERSITY

Research and Advancement of Knowledge

Knowledge is what is known about entities, concrete
or abstract in the universe. The seeker of knowledge is
man. It is the basic desire of a man to acquire knowledge.
But for which probably the human society would not have
progressed at all. Perhaps this basic propensity has given
him a certain amount of mastery over the environment.
Each generation, taking advantage of the knowledge gained
by its predecessors, has been generating new knowledge,
and thus contributing its share to the total wealth of Uni-
verse of Knowledge. "The totality of the knowledge gained
by the human civilisation at any given point of time is the
Universe of Knowledge."1

The process of accumulation of knowledge is a con-
tinuous and unending activity of man. Such knowledge
helps us to understand the nature and its resources, which
satisfy human wants. As Ziman points out: "the know-
ledge about the universe is worth more than any material
benefit."2

Research is the gateway to the development of theo-
retical knowledge, practical skills and technical know-how
in any discipline. The word research is derived from a
French word 'Rechercher' which means to search for,3
Observation, study and research are the three essential
prerequisites for collection of data and generation of know-
ledge. Research involves gathering of facts and informa-
tion, analysing the data in a systematic way and deriving
principles that govern a given phenomenon. The findings
of research generally result in the accumulation of new
knowledge, creation of a new product, evolution of new
methods, new techniques or processess of production. In